Mark Avey 

20 Orchard Dene
Rowlands Gill
Tyne and Wear
NE39 1DW

Tel: 07590 609329


Personal Information 

Marital status: Married
Nationality: British
Age: 45
Place of Birth: Nocton Hall, Lincolnshire

Relevant experience 

I have in excess of 20 year’s application design, development and testing experience using a multitude of tools and platforms. My primary skills are as follows:

· Microsoft .Net (ASP, VB and C#) 

· Extensive commercial experience of Microsoft development technologies (BizTalk, SourceSafe) for design and development 

· XML, XSLT, data modelling with UMLAll versions of Visual Basic 

· Java 

· PHP 

· HTML 

· CSS 

· Javascript/AJAX

· SQL Server 6.5/7/2000/2005, Oracle, MySQL, FoxPro and Access database design, implementation and maintenance 

· Windows forms application development 

· Web application development 

· Extreme Programming methodologies 

· Handheld development (Palm/Symbian/Windows CE) 

· nUnit test driven development 

· SVN Source Code Control 

· CMS design and development


The range of projects I have completed include financial packages, manufacturing process control, electronic media distribution, document production, GIS and call centre applications. I have worked successfully in companies of all sizes, ranging from 1 to 1000+ staff.

In addition to my IT experience, I have extensive knowledge of the finance sector, having worked for a major insurance company for nearly 20 years.

Work experience 

Jul 08 to Present – Schin - Newcastle - IT Consultant

· Design and development of multi-user ASP.Net/C# (.Net 3)/SQL Server 2005 medical appraisal system
· Development of associated database architecture (SQL Server 2005)
Feb 08 to Jun 08 - Imass - Newcastle - IT Consultant

· Design and development of GIS (MapInfo based) web application using C#, ASP.Net and AJAX in association with mobile GIS applications

· Design and development of associated database architecture (MySQL and HP Non-Stop) 

· Development of Test applications using nUnit 


Feb 06 to Feb 08 - Corus - Redcar - IT Consultant

· Design and development of multiple Windows Forms and Web applications using Visual Studio 2005/SQL Server 2000/SQL Server 2005 

· Design and development of Web Services using Visual Studio 2005 

· Maintenance of existing Windows Forms and Web applications 

· Development of Test applications using nUnit 

· Implementation of SVN Source Code control to replace existing SourceSafe


Mar 05 to Feb 06 - DEFRA - Workington - IT Consultant

· Design and development of a public web site using ASP.Net/VB/Net application using SQL Server 2000 database and web services 

· Design and implementation of nUnit tests using Windows Forms applications 

· Maintenance and expansion of existing ASP.Net/VB.Net intranet and public web site


Feb 05 to Mar 05 - ESRI - Durham - IT Consultant

· Design and development of ASP.Net public web site 


This application was created using C# and ArcIMS graphical information system components for a local government office. The application was driven by an Oracle 9 database.

Sep 04 to Jan 05 - DEFRA - Workington - IT Consultant

· Design and development of documentation creation application 

· Design and development of test applications using nUnit and VB.Net


The development of a new Windows Forms application to produce PDF documentation using data from a public ASP.Net web site using SQL Server 2000. It was written using VB.Net with calls to a number of additional components via command line processing and API calls.

Jun 04 to Sep 04 - NewLogic - Sunderland - IT Consultant

· Design and development of credit card processing system used for collection of payments through a public web site 


DataCash API was used in conjunction with a C#/VB.Net application to create the required applications.

Feb 04  to May 04 - Acxiom/2Touch - Sunderland - IT Consultant

· Design and development of C#/SQL Server 2000 Windows application to replace existing VB6/SQL Server 6.5 application. 

· Rewrite and maintenance of existing VB6/VB.Net/Java applications 

· Design, development and maintenance of extensive SQL Server 2000 clusters


This project consisted of reverse engineering and re-writing various call centre applications and porting from VB6 to C#, VB.Net and ASP.Net. The project involved the construction of a data warehouse to pull together the disparate systems that were in place and enable reporting to be based on a stable platform. The reporting was achieved through use of SOAP/Web Services using data encryption techniques. The rewritten systems were modelled using UML and Visio.

A data warehouse was developed for the new applications, using OLAP, XML and XSLT.

Jul 03 to Jan 04 - RFG Software - Newcastle - IT Consultant

· Development of N-Tier applications using C#, ASP.Net, VB.Net and SQL Server 2000 

· Maintenance and support of existing applications using above skill set 

· On-site customer support and development of above application 

· Design and implementation of external web sites


The primary project for this position was the creation of an internal web based application for the distribution of media. As well as the .Net technologies used, extensive hand coding of HTML was required. SourceSafe was used for code management. “Pair Programming” was used extensively during this project.

Jun 00 to Jul 03 - IMD - London/Harrogate - Senior Software Developer

· Design, Development and Implementation of applications used for the distribution of music and advertising media using Visual Basic 6, SQL Server 2000 and .Net (VB, C# and ASP). Pocket PC development. 

· Day to day management of the company’s IT department 

· Hardware/Software purchasing, staff recruitment 

· Network administration 

· Database (SQL Server 2000) administration


My main development role in this position was the complete re-write of the suite of in-house applications written using VB3/Access to n-tier applications using VB6/SQL Server 2000/Crystal Reports and the design, development and implementation of 3 company web sites, using extensive data handling applications to transfer data from our existing systems to the Web. Rewrite of existing applications using C#, VB.Net and ASP.Net.
In addition, I was responsible for the creation of a new office based in Harrogate.

Jun 99 to Jun 00 - Unipres (UK) Ltd - Sunderland - Lead Programmer

· The Development, maintenance and Testing of Visual Basic 6/Oracle 7.3.4 Client/Server applications 

· Oracle 7.3.4 design, development and maintenance 

· Crystal Reports 6 devlopment


The primary project was the conversion of one of the companies existing Access programs into a multi-user application using Visual Basic 6/Oracle 7.3.4 and Crystal Reports 6. This system is designed to facilitate the maintenance of dies used in the manufacturing process. The core of the program is a scheduling system designed to allow maintenance to take place with minimum disruption to the production line. The system also comprises extensive reporting and statistical analysis.

I also designed and built the companies Intranet site, which primarily consists of a knowledge base for the IT department.

Other projects worked on included the re-writing of a number of internal systems, again using Visual Basic 6/Oracle 7.3.4/Crystal Reports 6.

I was responsible for rationalising the company’s use of Oracle, designing the overall structure of the database and devising, implementing and maintaining the company’s backup strategy.

The projects I have worked on have involved all aspects of a full project life cycle, from Project Initiation Documentation, through Application Design and  Development, and System Testing.

Jan 99 to May 99 - Crisp Computing - Birmingham - IT Consultant

· Development and Testing of Visual Basic applications – mainly financial packages 

· Maintaining the company’s Internet/Intranet site


My main task in this position was the designing of the company Intranet, using HTML and ASP, and the testing of the company’s main application, which was a large scale Client/Server application used for the designing and selling of Life and Pension products.

Systems: Windows NT/95/98, Visual Basic 5, Access and SQLServer

1998 - Marlborough Stirling - Cheltenham - Analyst Programmer

The following tasks are in relation to a very large scale PC based Life & Pensions system

· Provide solutions for conversion of system from FoxPro/Visual FoxPro to Visual Basic/SQLServer platform. Development of new Client/Server applications using Visual Basic/SQLServer. 

· Preparation and implementation of test packs. Test scripts where prepared from existing Business/Technical Specifications, or from analysis of the application. Errors were tracked using the Deuce error tracking system and a dedicated Access database. “Ownership” of errors was maintained, so a specific tester could track the error from its discovery through to its resolution. 

· Case study undertaken to determine the benefits of using an automated testing tool 

· Analysis and production of Technical Specifications for Report and Document Production systems. This effectively involved “reverse engineering” existing systems that were undocumented and preparing Technical Specifications in order to aid future changes.


Systems: Windows NT, FoxPro 2.6, Visual FoxPro and Visual Basic 5 using FoxPro, Access and SQLServer

1995 to 1997 - Eagle Star - Cheltenham - Programmer

· Development and maintenance of large scale Client/Server application using Informix NewEra. The application was a PC based front end telesales system for general insurance 

· Development in CICS/COGEN/COBOL mainframe environment 

· Unit testing of above application using automated PC testing tools (SQA Robot). During development, unit tests scripts were prepared to allow thorough testing of each stage of development before being handed on to Systems Testing.


Systems: IBM Mainframe CICS DB2, COGEN, COBOL, Windows 3.1/3.11/Unix. Front-end application written in Informix NewEra with embedded SQL and C. Netware network.

1993 to 1995 - Eagle Star - Cheltenham - Systems Tester

· Preparation and implementation of test packs for mainframe based general insurance application (COGEN) and PC based Client/Server Telesales application. 

· Constructed, debugged and executed test scripts using SQA Robot. Tracked errors using ETS (an in-house developed Error Tracking System). Close liaison with Business representatives and Developers for resolution of errors. Preparation of hand-over documents to User Acceptance Testing. 


Systems: IBM Mainframe CICS DB2, Windows 3.1/3.11, Unix, SQA Robot automated testing tool

Additional Experience 

In addition to my commercial experience detailed above, I design and maintain a number of popular public web sites, including:

· http://www.flightsimx.co.uk 

· http://www.worldofsimulation.com 

· http://www.acarsonline.co.uk 


These sites make extensive use of highly modified CMS applications.




